334 Muron Strest

London, Ontario NSY 45
CANADA

ph: 519.438-3081

fx: 519.4%9-2994
rahbi@orshelomsynagague.com

Cpng'cyﬁon Or Shalom

March 9, 2008
2 Adar 11 5768

Dear Premier McGuinty

I write you on behalf of the social action committees of our Jewi: -

During the fall election campaign, you and your party promised 111 make
Gighting poverty a priority for your second term. You further pro i1 sed to have
the government adopt specific measurable targets for poverty red '« Hen in
Ontaric. We applaud yon for that. Many of us and many of our : low Jews
were deeply maved hy thix commitment on your part. Feeding ar - caring for
the poor is a key commandment in the Jewish (aith (and in all fii1:ae), but our
religion also teaches us that more important than handouts is ele ! ing the

person to a level where they no longer need handoulis. Your : smmitments

elp move Ontario m that direction.

However, time i3 of the cassenee. Today, Ontanio has the highest ¢ of child
povarty in Canada: this, in a province that is still one of the ricl :it in the
lund. We cun afford to do better, and do it quickly. Children do - ot have time
to wait while policies are carefully crafted and constituencics co i:ulted. A
child who missed 2 year's good nutrition, or education, or whose [ :mily
dissolves under grinding cconomic prossure, will not casily “mak: ¢ wp” next
Yyear.

Therefore we urge your goverament t0 put & down payment on it -overty
fighting strategy in it upcoming spring budget.

Ontario is the only proviace in Canada that has not made at leas: .ome modest
gains in housiag apending. Start building affordable housing nen | xe fasubes
will not have 1o choose between rent and food.

. Upgrade living conditions throngh the assurancas of decent hous :| ald incﬁmau |

l:ly cull.ting sustainable mﬂoymcnt. And ensuring Lveable incon 1. and -
essential social resources. -

impmve the capacity of exchided and vulnerabla populations for : witable |
access to employment , income aad opportunity resources |
The Jewish community is committed to fighting poverty. We wa. : :a truat that
you mean what you said in the fall slection campaign. Please do " disappein:
un. Pleage don't delay any initiative at all until all consultations i -: cumplete,

Flease don't let the poor wait another year.
Yours truly,

Gl

Rabbi Ammos Chorny
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